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unexpected "troubles" in the Tokyo committee of The League of
Sworn Brothers. Sun's men were obliged to retreat into the "Hun-
dred Thousand Mountains" of the border. A second attempt, led
personally by Sun, succeeded in capturing a fortified town and three
guns but this had to be given up in the face of a superior force of
the enemy.
Although the French officials were friendly to Sun it was impos-
sible for them to let affairs drag on with a revolutionary army
operating from their territory, and in response to urgent repre-
sentations from the Manchu government they imposed a ban on
Sun Yat-sen.
It was during one of the battles of this campaign that Sun and
.the faithful Chang had to make a hurried escape. Pursued by the
enemy they reached the outskirts of a village where they saw two
beggars. Sun paid the beggars a sum of money sufficient to keep
them in comfort for many months and in exchange took their
tattered clothes, He and Chang, wearing these rags and with their
faces rubbed with dirt to complete the disguise, managed to elude
the enemy. Reaching the Red River they made their way to the
Gulf of Tonkin and thence by junk to Hongkong.
The French ban made it impossible for Sun to remain with his
men but he did not abandon all hope. He sent Huang Hsing to
carry out a further raid across the border and, in spite of shortages
of ammunition, Huang kept his small force in action for several
^months. Another large-scale raid resulted in the capture of a thou-
isand prisoners but this little victory could not be followed up, for,
by now, the French felt obliged to refuse transit to all revolutionists.
The successful raiders who began with only two hundred men came
back six hundred strong. The French got rid of this embarrassing
little force by shipping them to Singapore, where the English received
them with natural reluctance,
So the plans for invasion from French Indo-Chiaa failed, leaving
the revolutionary party weaker in men, funds and hope. Indeed, a
wave of acute depression settled on The League of Sworn Brothers
and but for Sun's determination the whole organisation would have
collapsed. While Sun and Huang were campaigning, affairs at head-
quarters in Japan went badly. In his Memoirs* Sun wrote only of
"troubles in our Tokyo committee** without attaching blame to
anyone, but it seems there was an intrigue. Two disgruntled men
issued a manifesto repudiating Sun's leadership, alleging he was
risking lives recklessly for an impossible ideal and also charging